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land. They had become American citizens, they remarked,
but they could never forget Russia and when they were alone
and thought of life and death, their hearts naturally turned
to their ancestors and thus to Russia. "We do not love the
Russian regime/5 they told me, "but we love Russia above
all else. Therefore, please, do not believe those people
who will tell you that we side with Japan. We wish you
success at the Conference, as the representative of the Rus-
sian people, and we shall pray to God for you." The land
of Russia is to them the dearest land on earth. As I took
leave of these people, a loud ''Hurrah!" resounded in the
air. A similar attitude toward Russia I found also among
the Jews of Portsmouth.
In the evening of the same day I reached Portsmouth,
which is a combination of a naval base and a small town, the
latter being the summer residence of middle class people.
At the hotel I found some of the members of my retinue,
who had preferred to come to Portsmouth by rail instead
of by sea. The warships which carried the diplomatic mis-
sions were due at Portsmouth the next morning. Our vessel
was the first to arrive. Earlier in the morning I had stolen
incognito into the naval port and, as soon as our warship
entered the harbour, I made my way to her in a motor
boat, boarded and later disembarked accompanied by Baron
Rosen and the rest of our group. A naval crew, headed by
the port authorities and a military band, were ashore to
salute us.
From the port we proceeded straight to the Naval Build-
ing. One of the two wings was assigned to us for our offices,
the other to the Japanese. The two wings are connected
by a large hall, in which the sessions of the Conference took
place. Opposite that hall there were vast rooms where the
members of the Conference had tea and lunch. After our
arrival in Portsmouth we were considered the guests of the
American people, and so we were housed and fed at the